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Z_QLEVEL_0.1.1
	[bookmark: _Hlk35353874]Field description
	Field name
	Field version
	Field length
	Field type
	Field level

	The student’s highest qualification awarded during the reference period.
	Z_QLEVEL_RP
	0.1.1
	5
	Varchar
	3

	The student’s highest qualification awarded during the cycle. 
	Z_QLEVEL_CYC
	0.1.1
	5
	Varchar
	3

	Aggregations of the student’s highest qualification awarded during the reference period. [X] is the name or number of the group.
	Z_QLEVELGRP[X]_RP
	0.1.0
	2
	Char 
	4

	Aggregations of the student’s highest qualification awarded during the cycle. [X] is the name or number of the group.
	Z_QLEVELGRP[X]_CYC
	0.1.0
	2
	Char 
	4



Entity
Engagement.Z_QLEVEL_RP, Z_QLEVELGRP_RP – Calculated for every Engagement returned in the reference period.
Engagement.Z_QLEVEL_CYC, Z_QLEVELGRP_CYC – Calculated for every Engagement returned in the cycle.

Valid entries
Z_QLEVEL (applies to _RP and _CYC)
XQOBTN01 is the closest equivalent legacy field.
	Code
	Label

	D0003
	Doctorate degree that meets the criteria for a research-based higher degree

	D0004
	Credits at level D

	E0000
	Doctorate degree that does not meet the criteria for a research-based higher degree

	E0001
	National Vocational Qualification (NVQ) at level E

	E0002
	Highly specialist diploma from a professional body

	E0003
	Credits at level E

	E0004
	Access course or pathway programme at level 8

	L0000
	Master’s degree that meets the criteria for a research-based higher degree

	L0001
	Other postgraduate qualification at level L that meets the criteria for a research-based higher degree

	L0002
	Credits at level L

	M0002
	Integrated undergraduate/postgraduate taught master’s degree on the enhanced/extended pattern

	M0003
	Master’s degree that does not meet the criteria for a research-based higher degree

	M0004
	Taught master’s degree designed specifically as a training in research methods and intended as a preparation for a research-based higher degree

	M0006
	Post-experience taught master’s degree

	M0007
	Master of Business Administration (MBA)

	M0008
	Fellowship at level M

	M0009
	Diploma at level M

	M0010
	Advanced professional certificate at level M

	M0011
	National Vocational Qualification (NVQ) at level M

	M0012
	Certificate at level M

	M0013
	Scottish Vocational Qualification (SVQ) 5

	M0015
	Professional taught qualification at level M other than a master’s degree

	M0016
	Postgraduate Certificate in Education or Professional Graduate Diploma in Education

	M0017
	Post-registration education qualification at level M other than a master’s degree for serving schoolteachers

	M0018
	Postgraduate Diploma in Education

	M0020
	Level 7 Diploma in Teaching in the Lifelong Learning Sector

	M0021
	Other taught qualification at level M

	M0022
	Credits at level M

	M0023
	Access course or pathway programme at level 7

	H0003
	First degree with honours

	H0004
	First degree with honours on the enhanced/extended pattern but at level H

	H0005
	First degree with honours and diploma

	H0006
	Diploma at level H

	H0007
	Certificate at level H

	H0008
	National Vocational Qualification (NVQ) at level H

	H0009
	Postgraduate bachelor’s degree at level H

	H0010
	Graduate diploma/certificate at level H

	H0012
	Professional qualification at level H other than a first degree with honours

	H0013
	Professional Graduate Certificate in Education

	H0014
	Professional qualification at level H for serving schoolteachers other than a first degree with honours

	H0015
	Level 6 Diploma in Teaching in the Lifelong Learning Sector

	H0016
	Other qualification at level H

	H0018
	Credits at level H

	H0019
	Access course or pathway programme at level 6

	I0001
	Ordinary (non-honours) first degree

	I0002
	Graduate diploma/certificate at level I

	I0004
	Professional qualification at level I other than an ordinary (non-honours) first degree

	I0005
	Qualified Teacher Status (QTS)/registration with a General Teaching Council (GTC) only

	I0006
	Professional qualification at level I for serving schoolteachers

	I0007
	Early Years Teacher Status (EYTS) only

	I0008
	Level 5 Diploma in Education and Training (DET)

	I0009
	Level 5 Diploma in Teaching in the Lifelong Learning Sector

	I0010
	Other qualification at level I

	I0012
	Credits at level I

	I0013
	Access course or pathway programme at level 5

	J0000
	Foundation degree

	J0001
	Foundation degree which on completion meets entry requirement for pre-registration health and social care qualification

	J0002
	Diploma of Higher Education (DipHE)

	J0003
	Higher National Diploma (HND)

	J0004
	Diploma at level J

	J0005
	Certificate at level J

	J0006
	National Vocational Qualification (NVQ) at level J

	J0007
	Scottish Vocational Qualification (SVQ) 4

	J0010
	Other qualification at level J

	J0011
	Credits at level J

	C0000
	Certificate of Higher Education (CertHE)

	C0001
	Higher National Certificate (HNC)

	C0002
	Diploma at level C

	C0003
	Certificate at level C

	C0004
	National Vocational Qualification (NVQ) at level C

	C0005
	Level 4 Preparing to Teach in the Lifelong Learning Sector

	C0006
	Level 4 Certificate in Teaching in the Lifelong Learning Sector

	C0007
	Other qualification at level C

	C0008
	Credits at level C

	C0009
	Access course or pathway programme at level 4

	P0000
	Diploma at level 3

	P0001
	Certificate at level 3

	P0002
	Award at level 3

	P0004
	A/AS level

	P0013
	Other qualification at level 3

	Q0000
	14-19 Higher Diploma (level 2)

	Q0002
	Other qualification at level 2

	R0002
	Other qualification at level 1

	X0000
	Higher education (HE) access course, Quality Assurance Agency (QAA) recognised

	X0001
	Higher education (HE) access course, not Quality Assurance Agency (QAA) recognised

	Z9
	Not applicable or not known



Z_QLEVELGRP[X] (applies to _RP and _CYC)
The corresponding enhanced coding frame groups are listed below with the closest equivalent legacy fields shown in brackets afterwards.
	Field name
	Code
	Label

	
	
	

	Z_QLEVELGRP1
ECF.Y_Qualification.GRP_LevelofStudyGrouping1
(XQLEV301)

	01
	Postgraduate

	
	02
	Undergraduate

	
	03
	Further Education

	
	Z9
	Not applicable or not known

	
	
	

	Z_QLEVELGRP2
ECF.Y_Qualification.GRP_LevelofStudyGrouping2
(XQLEV501)
	01
	Postgraduate (research)

	
	02
	Postgraduate (taught)

	
	03
	First degree

	
	04
	Other undergraduate

	
	05
	Further education

	
	Z9
	Not applicable or not known

	
	
	

	Z_QLEVELGRP3
ECF.Y_Qualification.GRP_LevelofStudyGrouping3
(XQLEV601)
	01
	Higher degree (research)

	
	02
	Higher degree (taught)

	
	03
	Other postgraduate

	
	04
	First degree

	
	05
	Other undergraduate

	
	06
	Further education

	
	Z9
	Not applicable or not known

	
	
	

	Z_QLEVELGRP4 
ECF.Y_Qualification.GRP_LevelofStudyGrouping4
(XQLEV701)
	01
	Postgraduate (research)

	
	02
	Postgraduate (taught, excluding PGCE)

	
	03
	Postgraduate Certificate in Education

	
	04
	First degree

	
	05
	Professional Graduate Certificate in Education

	
	06
	Foundation degree

	
	07
	Other undergraduate

	
	08
	Further education

	
	Z9
	Not applicable or not known

	
	
	

	Z_QLEVELGRP5
ECF.Y_Qualification.GRP_LevelofStudyGrouping5
(XQLEV1003)
	01
	Doctorate

	
	02
	Other higher degree

	
	03
	Postgraduate Certificate in Education

	
	04
	Other postgraduate

	
	05
	First degree

	
	06
	Professional Graduate Certificate in Education

	
	07
	Foundation degree

	
	08
	HND or DipHE

	
	09
	Other undergraduate

	
	10
	Further education

	
	Z9
	Not applicable or not known

	
	
	

	Z_QLEVELGRP6 
ECF.Y_Qualification.GRP_LevelofStudyGrouping6
(Figure 3 student publication)
	01
	Doctorate research

	
	02
	Other postgraduate research

	
	03
	Masters taught

	
	04
	Postgraduate Certificate in Education

	
	05
	Other postgraduate taught

	
	06
	First degree

	
	07
	Professional Graduate Certificate in Education

	
	08
	Foundation degree

	
	09
	HNC or HND

	
	10
	Other undergraduate

	
	11
	Further education

	
	Z9
	Not applicable or not known

	
	
	

	Z_QLEVELGRP7
ECF.Y_Qualification.GRP_LevelofStudyGrouping7
(QUALRANK)
	01
	Doctorate

	
	02
	Master’s

	
	03
	Postgraduate Certificate in Education

	
	04
	Other postgraduate

	
	05
	Postgraduate credits

	
	06
	First degree

	
	07
	Professional Graduate Certificate in Education

	
	08
	Foundation degree

	
	09
	HND or DipHE

	
	10
	Other Undergraduate

	
	11
	Undergraduate credits

	
	12
	Further education

	
	Z9
	Not applicable or not known




Dependent fields
· Engagement.Z_POPQUAL_RP (Z_QLEVEL_RP)
· Engagement.Z_POPQUAL_CYC (Z_QLEVEL_CYC)

Depend upon fields (Z_QLEVEL_RP, Z_QLEVEL_CYC)

· Engagement.QualificationAwarded.Qualification.QUALCAT
· Engagement.QualificationAwarded.QUALAWARDID
· Engagement.QualificationAwarded.Z_QAWARDHMKR_RP (Z_QLEVEL_RP only)
· Engagement.QualificationAwarded.Z_QAWARDHMKR_CYC (Z_QLEVEL_CYC only)


Depend upon fields (Z_QLEVELGRP[X]_RP, Z_QLEVELGRP[X]_CYC)

· Engagement.Z_QLEVEL_RP (Z_QLEVELGRP[X]_RP only)
· Engagement.Z_QLEVEL_CYC (Z_QLEVELGRP[X]_CYC only)
· ECF.Y_Qualification.GRP_LevelofStudyGrouping[X]

Additional information
Where a student has gained multiple qualifications within a cycle, the highest qualification is retained. 
If qualifications have been returned multiple times across different reference periods, the qualification is only counted in the first reference period it was returned. The derivation Z_QAWARDHMKR_RP identifies the highest qualification returned for the first time within the reference period.
If qualifications have been returned multiple times across different cycles, the qualification is only counted in the first cycle it was returned. The derivation Z_QAWARDHMKR_CYC identifies the highest qualification returned for the first time within the cycle.
The specifications Z_CLASS and Z_POPQUAL use the same derivations to ensure that a consistent approach is used across the three derivations.
All mappings of the QUALCAT codes can be found in the Enhanced Coding Frame mapping document.

Technical Specification

Z_QLEVEL_RP
The highest qualification (QUALAWARDID) which was first awarded during the reference period can be identified using the derived field Z_QAWARDHMKR_RP. 
If there have been no QUALAWARDID returned for the Engagement in the reference period, set Z_QLEVEL_RP = Z9 (Not applicable or not known).
If all QUALAWARDID returned within the reference period have Z_QAWARDHMKR_RP =0 set Z_QLEVEL_RP = Z9
If one qualification returned in the reference period has Z_QAWARDHMKR_RP =1 set Z_QLEVEL_RP equal to the QUALCAT associated with this QUALAWARDID. 
Note that at most one QUALAWARDID returned in the reference period can have Z_QAWARDHMKR_RP=1. 

Z_QLEVEL_CYC
The highest qualification (QUALAWARDID) which was first awarded during the cycle can be identified using the derived field Z_QAWARDHMKR_RP. 
If there have been no QUALAWARDID returned for the Engagement in the cycle, set Z_QLEVEL_CYC = Z9 (Not applicable or not known).
If all QUALAWARDID returned within the cycle have Z_QAWARDHMKR_CYC =0 set Z_QLEVEL_CYC = Z9 
If one qualification returned in the cycle has Z_QAWARDHMKR_CYC =1 set Z_QLEVEL_CYC equal to the QUALCAT associated with this QUALAWARDID. 
Note that at most one QUALAWARDID returned in the cycle can have Z_QAWARDHMKR_CYC=1. 

Z_QLEVELGRP_RP
Use Enhanced Coding Frames to group up the values derived in Z_QLEVEL_RP:
· If Z_QLEVEL_RP = Z9, set the corresponding group value to Z9. 
· Otherwise, use Enhanced Coding Frame ECF.Y_Qualification.GRP_LevelofStudyGrouping[N] to map Z_QLEVEL_RP to Z_QLEVELGRP[N]_RP.

Z_QLEVELGRP_CYC
Use Enhanced Coding Frames to group up the values derived in Z_QLEVEL_CYC:
· If Z_QLEVEL_CYC = Z9, set the corresponding group value to Z9. 
· Otherwise, use Enhanced Coding Frame ECF.Y_Qualification.GRP_LevelofStudyGrouping[N] to map Z_QLEVEL_CYC to Z_QLEVELGRP[N]_CYC.

Revision history
2021-09-08	0.0.1	Z_QLEVEL_RP, Z_QLEVEL_CYC – Field length updated from 4 to 5.
2021-10-28	0.0.2	Z_QLEVEL_RP, Z_QLEVEL_CYC – Field level updated to 3, removed Z_QCLASS from dependent field list and added ZPOPQUAL.
2021-10-28	0.0.1	Z_QLEVELGRP[X]_RP – Field level updated to 4.
2022-06-16	0.1.0	Combine code Z0000 with Z5000 and Z0 with Z5 to form combined groups Z9 ‘Not applicable or not known’.
2022-08-01	0.1.1	Z_QLEVEL_RP, Z_QLEVEL_CYC: Field type updated to VARCHAR to reflect shorter length of unknown code Z9. Master’s label updated to Masters.
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